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Award-winning Fiddling Virtuoso 


To Perform on Aug. 27 at the Cleveland Museum of Art 


“A ball of fire, performing jigs and reels with unstoppable foot-tapping energy 
and ballads with irresistible, keening passion. ”’ 
— Los Angeles Times 


CLEVELAND (Aug. 12, 2004) — Praised for her remarkable talent and exuberant live performances, world 
renowned Canadian fiddling virtuoso Natalie MacMaster will perform at the Cleveland Museum of Art’s 
Gartner Auditorium on, Friday, Aug. 27, at 7:30 p.m. The concert marks the finale of the Museum’s 2004 
Carnevale World Music and Dance Series. 

A limited number of tickets are available for $30 and $27, CMA members $27 and $25, by calling (216) 
421-7350 or 
1-888-CMA-0033 or buying online at www.ClevelandArt.org. 

MacMaster, a native of Cape Breton, Nova Scotia, is the winner of 11 East Coast Music Awards including 
2002 Entertainer of the Year. She has won international acclaim for her passionate and spirited arrangements of 
traditional Celtic music. 

Niece of famed Cape Breton fiddler Buddy MacMaster, Natalie first picked up a fiddle at the age of nine 
and quickly became a major talent in her own right. She has recorded and released seven albums in Canada and the 
United States, two of which charted on Billboard’s Top 20 World Music charts and four have been certified “Gold” 
in Canada. In addition to her 2000 Grammy nomination for Best Traditional Folk Album, MacMaster won two 
Juno Awards (Canada’s equivalent to a Grammy) for Best Instrumental Album and five consecutive Canadian 
Country Music Awards for Fiddler of the Year. 

MacMaster’s performances are a testament to her incandescent musicianship and boundless energy 
featuring foot-tapping rave-ups, heart rendering ballads and world class step-dancing. Constant international 
touring has proved she is equally adept at setting the house on fire with her exceptional band as she 1s at 
hypnotizing a crowd alone in the footlights. 

She has shared the live performance stage with an astonishingly diverse range of acts including Carlos 
Santana, the Chieftans, Paul Simon, Luciano Pavarotti, Alison Krauss, Mark O’Connor and dozens of 
distinguished symphony orchestras. MacMaster also performed on ABC Television’s New Year’s Eve broadcast at 


the special request of host Peter Jennings. 


(more) 
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With the 2003 release of “Blueprint,” MacMaster once again pushed the boundaries of traditional Celtic 
music, fusing her brilliant Cape Breton fiddling with the sounds of contemporary string music masters Bela Fleck, 
Sam Bush, Jerry Douglas, Edgar Meyer, Victor Wooten, Bryan Sutton and Alison Brown. 

‘Alison Krauss was the artist who first got me listening to American traditional roots music, “ recalls 
MacMaster. “With this album, maybe I can do the same thing and attract people to traditional Cape Breton music.” 
Promotional support for the Carnevale series is provided by WCPN 90.3 FM and The Free Times. 

The project is supported in part by an award from the National Endowment for the Arts, which believes 
that a great nation deserves great art. 

The Cleveland Museum of Art receives operating support from the Ohio Arts Council. 

The Cleveland Museum of Art is one of America’s leading comprehensive Museums. Its permanent 
collection is world renowned for its quality and breadth, spanning 6,000 years. The Museum is a significant 
international forum for exhibitions, scholarship and art acquisitions. For more information on the Museum, its 


holdings, programs, services and events, call 1-888-CMA-0033 or visit www.ClevelandArt.org. 
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